Speaking and Listening Activities – links to primary strategy
Activity 1: Ground rules for dialogue (these are rules from the Primary Strategy materials which mainly describe effective ways of speaking and listening in groups) working with a response partner order the ‘rules’ cards by importance or relevance. Next snowball, i.e. join with another pair and agree a final order.

Activity 2: To make some bread I will need …

This is based on the memory games. Children are given ingredients and set the task of finding out about them After they have done the information gathering activity below (jigsawing) they can add information to the list, eg I would add onion for flavour.
Activity 3: Fruit response partners and snowballing

One child describes fruit concealed in the bag, remembering to use descriptive words (prompt sheets) so that their partner can try to guess what it is. Working together they can now create a good description of the food item.

Snowballing: children double up in fours to share their good descriptions of the food.

Activity 5: Listening triads (groups of 3) – talker, listener, recorder. The talker has a food item hidden in a bag, the questioner asks questions to elicit the identity of the item and during the conversation the recorder makes notes and gives a report at the end of the discussion.
The recorder is commenting on the conversation i.e. is the questioner answering logical questions, are they listening to the answers and building on the information or are the questions random and unconnected. Does the talker answer just ‘yes’ or ‘no’ or are they helping the questioner to develop their questions, eg ‘no, that’s not the best word to describe the surface’.
Activity 6: Jigsawing

The children need to be in home groups (the same number in each group, each child assigned a number). Children with the same number form a group and each group has a food to investigate and to come up with 3 or 4 words for each of the following categories: appearance, aroma, taste, texture. Have available a list of the appropriate vocabulary, or cards with these words on (see next sheet). Encourage the children to taste the food and record the words. Children return to home groups to exchange the information they have collected. Using this information they make informed choices about a question they will be asked. A spokesperson could be asked to feed back the decision and reasons to the whole class.
© Barbara Mottershead for FoodForum, 2006


